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the ficet arrusl fendom fiction conktest:

The announcemsnt 1n the last issue of this magazine plus those mene
tlone and writeups In the varlous professicnal and fan fan publicas-
tions heve exhorted s fsir showing of msnuscripts for the fiection
contest thua Tar, tut the Judging s&till hasnit been made, and =wonit

be Tor o month or o, With such an lmpressive line-up of prize ma-
terial oflored, it was expected that a heavy turaout of gcripts would
appears 3o for this hasn't been the case, We do have several good
menuseripts cn nend at this point (about midway), and a few more which
ngve been returned for reworking are expected to be resubhmitted, but
a1l the prizes have by no means been cleimed,

Dick Lumoff tells of a fan contest run some five or six years ego
which also sported a lively 1list of prize matarial. Being & neo at

the tima, Dick didn't even seriously consider entering a manuscript,
end was therefore somswhat jolted to find, 2 few iasues later, that

if ho hed entered just one ltem in each catagory { this contest had
awards offered in cech of several literary types ) he would hsve plcked
up the enslre prize liac by default, It seems that the contest was
announcsd. publicised and carrlied out ac a far~fetchod joke on some
farnish peracnality. The donators of nrize material werse all wililing
to make gocd on thelr promises, but not a single entry was received,

Well, we lave receivzd entrios to the fiction contsst, so it doesn’t
ook ag 1¥ the prizoes will go Lo any one person by default. But thoss
r.cofans vwho hesitate to enter a ms for fear of being bhsaten out by
gone hard-bitten oldfan and/or baf might take heart in the revelation
that most entries In such contesvs as thls come from the newer fans.
Most of the Seasoned Patriarchi are elither profecgsionals or 'beyond
Ffanfiction?. Being a professional, a person zammot enter a script
under the ruleg of tho contest; being 'beyond fanfiction?, an cléw~
timer will rnot entsr a ms, deigining fan written fiction either because
ho canact write salable material or because ha's seen so much of it
that he considara the whole kit end kabcodle not worthy of reading,
mach lesg writing,

Ancther fear which mey be driving off a number of potential entrants
1a that theiir storles have too many shortcomings to win mantions
Having ¢esn a Ifew reworlked scripts, mss which had been returned to
contestants by the Story Editer Al Andrews with suggestions for ime
provement, T can state almost categorically that mosl{ pletting, wri-
ting and expository obstacles are eliminated through this aid, It
3eem3 that when mlstakes and weak polnts are competently pointed out
to 1t3 suthor ané methods for thelr correction suggested, the author
can usually vork the script iInte an improvement.

If enough nsw maruscripts come in during the next month, we may extend
the contes¢ running time to glve entrants lecway for corresponding
with the story editor. Thoss new resders who may consilcder entering
a script should write for information to ths editor at his address,

A plug: a SCIENCE FICTION INDEX is being prepared by Donn N.Felitl

and Wiilium C.MeCain of 180 Walker Road, West Orange, New
Jensey., Tnis will be o comprehensive report of tne Amaricanbfield
for the yeor cf 1956, and promiges to be well worth the £0¢ tab.




One of the traditional acts in show bug-

Iness, aleong with indisn clubs end ven-

trilogquism; is something known as the
Tpockats routine, ’

As currently practised on television {and 1t hasnit changed much
ginece it was practised on the vaudevill stages) the pockats rou-
tine goes something like thiz: =& fellow comes onto the stege
wearing a huge, baggy cozt. He is a little confused, very much
vcobegon, and obviously lecoking for something.

S50 ho roache? into a pocket and comea up with any one of gssveral
unlikely objeckts: a =2btring of sausagse, a cccorut, a btunch of
J d t s v ) )
bonansg, a baunjo, eacn tims felming surprise snd exclaiming
1381 q 17
WOowW,

He puts the object into & miniature rajlrcad car and hunts in
his pockets again, oncs mcrs coming up with an object 47 cur~

joalte i,

This goss on for some time; with sach oddity ho exclalms "Wowi®

By The iime the esct 13 over the fellow has loaded a whols fre-
ight trein with miscellania from his mumerous and volvminous
pockets, hag doffed geveral layers cof clothing and a couple of
masks, and emitted several dozen VWows.

He leaves, towing the train behind hin, and the audicnce is lefd
pondering what the act meoant, whom ths guy was trying to nmake
himgolf out to be (if anyone), and just what he accomplished or
was trying to accomplish,

Anyway, now that the sct 1s over, it was vagusly amusing; in
fact 1t seemed to grow cn you; but in another way you're rather
glad that it's over,

It lesves the audlence with mixed reactions, but itis been golng
on for yeara, and who can argue with, if not success, survival?

Thereis a profescional science fictlon sditor who »eminds m

varT much of the fellcw doing the pockets routine. Since ha

toolr over AMAZING STORIES rearly twenty years ago, Hay Palmer

has besn coming up with an endless varlety of welrd objects, hasg
changed hls face saveral times, and is still filliung That fre-
ight car, still) emitting Wow! efter surprissd 'Wow,'



The sprucing-up he gave AMAZING upon teking over, snd the way he saved
thet magazine from almost certain death sre a couple of things too often
overlcolked, But the numberless and bottomless pockets have continued

to disgerge themselves of every imaginable sclence«fantasy-waird~-mysti-
cal trick until just aboui the only one surprised any mere 1s Ray "Poc=
kets? Palmer himself, :

After PANTASTIC ADYENTURES and the Shaver Mystery at Ziff-Davis Ray has
continuad to delve into his pockets and emerge with something mnew and
different every time: FATE, OTHER WORLD3, the raplacement of OTHER
WORLDS by the short-lived SCIENCE STORIES, MYSTIC, the taking-over and
degradaticn of the superd UNIVERSE, the restoration of OTHER WORLDS and
ita conversion tvo pulp-~sizs, Tarzan on Mara....

It 73 rather vuzzling and vaguely amuelng. T know I'11 be sorry when itis
all cver -- but I suspect that Y91l bs reliaved as well.,

The plaintivs cry goes up, ev-

ery so often, "Why, with the

aumber of seclence filction mags
available, isn't there cne -- not one fantasy mag?" Sad, sad situation!
But I fear it will not socon be remedied,

Mor even before AMAZING STORIES mede its debut there was e fantasy mag,
WETRD TALES, goling strong. And on-and-off there have been bdetween a
dozen and two-dozen magazines that havs bsen all or mestly fantasy, cr
that have played fantasy &s & full equal of science fiction in their
pages. And never has a fautzasy magazins done well enough to keep it
going., WT lested thirty years, but was more of a weird-crsepy magazine
than fantasy in the ugual sense,

Yot several of the greateat and most famous lmagirative magazines, even
discounting WT, have been fantasy magazinres,

UNKHOWN, later UNKNOWN WORLD3, 1s considered by many to have been thes
greatest imaginative magazine ever published, And it, after starting
es a science-fantasy magazine, went over to pure fantasy. The antholo-
gy FROM UNKNOWN WORLDS went from soft.-covers to hard.

Ons of the finest magasinoes to come out with the great boom ~- and to
disappear with it, too =« was Leater del Rey's FANTASY FICTION, And
of course there was Gold's BEYOND,

4

Farther back was FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTHRIES, and bhefore that




STIRRIEG SCIENCE STORIES which consisted of two-magazinos-in-ons: STIR«
RING SCIZROE FICTION and STIRRING FANTASY FICTIOK, There was THRILLING
/OFDER 3 companion STRANGE STORIES, and way back in 1931 ASTOUNDING's
short-1lived companion STRANGE TALES.

All these, gone, and where? Desd, finenciasl flops. It's not a matter
of eathetic preference; it's pure dollars-and-ceants, And fantasy juast
doesn it make noney.

But letis look at four magazines currently appearing: F&SF, PANTASTIC
end MADGE-IT,

THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION started simply as THE MAGe
AZTHE CF FANTPASY, It added the '&SFI with its second sdition, but for
the yeara since then some issuss have had fantasy covers and emphasized
fantasy, while cthers have had stf covers and conteined a bulk of agsi-
ence fictim,

And month sfter month the SF issuss outsocld the fentagy issuss, What
1s Boucher oxpected tc do, throw money aweyf HNeturally, efter snough
issues to determine thet it was not just conincidencs, he puv the em-

phagls permanently on s8f, reogardless of porsonal preference,

Howgrd BErowne steried FARTASTIC ag a stfis magazine with the emphasla
on fits, ZEvervbodly Wwiows whalt happen2d to FANTASTIC,

And TMAGLNWATION, initially subtitled "Stories of Science and Fantasy”
has dropped alwmost all fantasy content, Ditto its twin IMAGIRATIVE
TALES,

Ho, fellow fams, ws're not being picked on. Ths stuff just doesntt selil,

Reading Tony Boucher‘s RECOMMENDED READING in

P&SP lataly has been more a matter of non-re-

cormended reading., Speaking of F&SP, the re-

turn of Chesley Bonestell there, Bok to MYSTIC

end Finlay &nd St,John to OTHER WORLDS make
my comments on artwork in stf mags (Sigma Octantis #3) look pretiy silly.
I can only #ay that ail the works in question, with one possible excep-
tion (the Bok in MYSTIC) were either reprints or works not done specife
ically for magazine publication, Remember Calls' and Dave Stone In tLhe
early GALAXY?'s and Gsf NOVELS? Both beve turned up in the slicks: Da-
vid Stone Martin in the SatEvePost and Paul Calle! in THIS WEEK,

$EE IEHE 2%

Sveaking of the EC group and thoir TERROR ILLUSTRATED in the last {ss-
ua, I canit help dreaming of & true sclence-fantasy mag in TI format,
The latter is actually the kind of welrd-macabre--gpook stuff that makes
it just barsly, if st sll. under the wire, A magazine featuring the
kind of material that made ths old WEIRD FANTASY, WEIRD SCIENCE,
& WEIRD SCIENCE.-FANTASY, and finelly INCREDIBLE SCYENCE-FICTION
auch gams would really warm the heart of the true sti-lover,
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Shades of the march-
ing morons, from the
way our culturs is
headed I wender 1T it's
Just a mattor of time
bsfore it will be gospel that ‘Ydifferent! and ‘wrong' are synonymous,
1f you judge s peopls by thair art, musle, ete.,. look st the worda of
the A-PE~C BOOGIE, so popular last year:

"The teacher’'s oh-so-happy

Cause she's done her bit

To educate ths kiddies

And really make them rit."

not educetion hes as 1is gosl: to make the kiddies

And of all perva aity, that hangover of puritenical
anti-hedonism that poppsd up in a tune called IT

MIST By WRORG:

"It must be wrong

Beceuse it feoels so right;

Tt mast be bad

Because 1t feels so good,”

Winston Smlth move over, Up is
down end left ia righits good is

bad and wrong is right,

And the things thet pass For
hvmor on televiglon! Reing
funny consists of shoubing.
and the louder you shout,
the funnier ycou are, 1f
you disagrse, tune ton CB3
any Saturday et &PV, Or
hell, vateh any of Glea-
gon’'s myrisd Imitators,




End you can't blame them, The public goes for it.

Bob Blech says that humor is & funny thing, James Thurber disagrees,
says 10's e serious thing.

Whichever one is right, humor is in a mizzuble state when the shouting-
slan°*ick~01o gon kind of thumor?! outdraws the subtle-satirical-Gobel-
lr, Poopers type. In fact Wally Cox hasn't peered out of a mass-mo-
dium production in nearly a year.

Fooeyl

kY Ty 42 a8
DI et I K

The following remarks, by onas Georgs Henry Payne, are
inted without conment from THE BOOKMAN, a Iondon
review megazine, cirvce 1911,

thing about & bock {is) that it meets the regulremonts
or whom it is inbtendsd ~- only pcets and philasophers

heve tho vegue idea ©that & book shovid ve intended for, nct tha peo-

+ing, nos for ths people who have lived aﬁd ars Cosd,

who heven't even been born, ¥Wild, foolish idea -~ 1like

¢ in the grate veo heat the Forth Pclsz Curious

committed under {he mantle of wnat iz so aas :1y calle inagi

one of the moshs Tlegrant of which is wrlting for what is called the

futu:e, whoweQJ how riich more imagination Lt would take to write for

O
-

the past, Instead of writing for & lot of dumpy children who will
srow up to be bricklayers end bartenders, tnlnk cf the inspiration of

writing for AblOP”GL&, rlate, Caegsar, Hbmuw, Jack Shepard and Brillat
Savarin., With the inspiration of writing for all the glorious dead
how strange it iz that so meny aubthors think that they Iind insplra-
tion in writing for the inglowious futursl”

Jg- k}. ::- " ..}\- " 5\
I% was 160L when the Geclorsdo Juvenile Court made the follcwing state-
rient as part of & rvling: YThe deolinguent chilid shall be ireated not
s a criminal, but as miﬂdirocted end misguided, and needing sid,. en-
couragement, help and arsisuance.’

How long beforo this 1is qnplied to all lawbreeskers? What does N,
MeComas think ehout 1t, I wonder,

D kR4

i

ot

LA
bl

‘ _ "The standout feature of the next is-
ATCS T Wo T o T hapantitiont gue will be e cowplete short novel hy
the master science fiction story tol-
ier, Murray Leinster,..¥You will be pleagsd when you opcn the naxv lssue
«e.2nd note the choice science~fiction hdich hag beon conpllﬂd t0o pleasc
the discriminating reeder." -- Iuge CGerasback in the Decsmber
8 1953 BCUIENCE FICYION PLUS, Okay, Hugo, but when are we going Yo
have that next icsue ©o opan9 It's going on thres years and

we'lre etill wvaiting. - Prank Arthur Kero,
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An Arclant (resk Proverb:

“Thoughts are mightiar

than the strength of hands.®

™
{Jusk was shifting down from a sky

lately given to Night, when the bus
stopped at Cherry Lans, Harry Kim-
bel stepped f{from the vehicle and
stood on the curb until it had moved
on. He wondered faintly why 1t was
thet people always waited for a bus
to drive off before they went on
their own way; perhaps, some little
oddness in the sye of Man that liked
the sight of swift and powsrful mo-
tion, He turned and started up the
block toward his home,

Harry was a tired man; it had besn &
hard dey at the office. It had baen
hard-days for months now at the off=
ice aund sevsrywhere, He knew the
reason: everyone hated him,

Chy 31t wasn’t openly, but 1t was
small, almost indefinable things;s
gpiveful; malicicus, churlish thinga
Little acts, 2looks, words: things
intangible, You couldnft call one
to point; it was like & woven thing
that over-lay 8all, There were no
definite threads one could disecern,
but he knew everyone hated him,

His steps fell into a silent count=-
ing of themselves in a mystic yet
somehoW pedantlc way, and at the sum
of two blocks he turmed 1into his
walkway. He keyed the door and went
inside.

"Yim hnme, Grace." Why csll out, he
thought. I don'’t reslly cars whe-
ther Grace knows I'm home or not,
Actually, Grace dosenit cars whethsr
I'm home aither, Oh, she goas
through the motions of being a wife,
but -I know she hates me 1like every-
cne else, What does she care whe-
ther I%m home or not; she's probably
off in the house somewhore plotting




with George, her brother, to steal my job with the company.,

Ge02go apneared from out of the dining-room, "Hi, Harry, how goes
16?2

miling, always smiling; that's George. But I'm not fooled, I had
finally had to get Ceorge a job as a salesman with the company sceveral
months ago., Grace had kept after me until I did, He's doing all right
too, but that!s just how it looks on the outside, There's evil under-
neath, Sure, George has gotiten a lot of orders for the company, but
they were all probably under-handed or crooked, I'm not fooled for a
moment; Ceorgeo hates me t00, .

"Hello, George. Where's Graca?"

She!'s lying down in her room, Said she didn't feel well enough to
cook supper, + I had to batch it for mine, That's the trouble wilth
1iving with your in-lews: you cen'!tv depend on & sqmre meel, Ha, ha,
ha, Want me to fix you something, Harryt"

"No, 1711 just eat & cendwich and drink some milk."

God, that insnec lsugh of his, You'd think he'd just made the biggest
joke in the world, Fis facoe is & sickening blob of flesh, constantly
rolling smoothly into the friendly convulsions cf humor. He can laugh
and smile, but I can seec the tiny prints of CGrace's scheming fingers
that have moulded his face into that deceitful mask of guffaws. But

I know you, Goorge; you hate me too,

Well, at least I won'tc have To listen to Grace's harping tonight.

Why can't we buy a new car? Why can't we buy this; why can't we buy
that? Mr, So-And-So bought this, and Mrs, You-KnouwwWho has one; why
can't we?! Always the same things. She doesn't really need any of
thoso things., She doesn't really want them, but she keeps hacking and
hacking and hacking awey. Her every word is like an insidious zliver
of shavp-pointed hato. Oh yos, Grace hates moe too.

Harry Kimbel ate his food and the 1little morsels of hate until he was
full, Then he went up to his room.

He lay in bed quietly, but sleop stood in the far shadows, waiting for
Harry Eimbel'!s mind to still its thrashing hands of thougnt.

Trey all hate me, It's funny how a thing can spread. ' It started with
Grace, 1 suppose -~~~ although I'm not surs., I'm not quite sure whare
it started or how or when, but it started, Thean there was George., A
hearty chap everyone thinks, but then they are blind to him, He'ls
trying to steal my job isn!t he? Oh, it's nothing you can pin-point;
it!'s 1like --- woll, it'fs 1like wain, MNcw, you don't say itls
10 relning in just one little spod; 1it's millions of tiny drops,
almost invisible, falliung constantly to wel everything every-



where, You just have to know ebout George and Grace like I do,

Then therse’s the office. It was a slow stealthy hate there, like

& ecreeping thing., And it will go on spreading; you can't gtop 1t,

iz like a thousand minubte leaks in a dilke; a feuw dribbles hers and
there, then comes the dreadful flood that no one can stop, But {inally
somshow, I don't care, Let the whole world grow srcund me like an
over~swolling cell, grosg and rotting Iin 1ts disease., The world i=s
nothing bubt o foul and filthy plece of hell anyway. It's not composed
of poople, but little plsces of abomination, malice, gall; hate., And
every stupld and dammned piecs would burn the world to reeast thelir own
eggs, wWell, now I hate too, I hate all of it, I wish it were all
gwapt avway. The whole world,

TAke in that dvasnm,

"Dreaw't, a whispering thought, and the gpaectrs stirrsed in the shadows.

¥

(D]

A strange dream 16 was, It had comse night aftewr night for weeks now,
and it seemsd to grow stronger and stronger in its rgalnsass each
night, Like a whirling nativa dancer drawing closer thrcugh the weird
glesms of firelight. A sirange dream indeed,

r

Ths spectrs ceme cloze and hils dusky shroud spread cover Harry RKimbsel,

shading him inbto sleep. And came the dreamn,

Rising higher snd highor; not the Lform, not a psychical thing, bu
haps the disembodled mind. Up through the pale nothingnesa of clouds
and the last trajlls of air, Snace, black and clesn, unfettsred and un-

-

pollutsd with the snittle of iife.

414 down helow hung & small sphere of mottled gresn ~e- Harth., Draam
ahd thought or dream-thought wove its strange things in the vast
blackness of the Limbo. Suddenly, on that 1ittls ball below, thsra
flickared a tiny pcint of brightness. It grew larger and lerger, A
brightnoss of firey flames. Part of the sphere was now eovered with

it: an orange and yellewry hell moving and spreading on nimble, Ilaming
feot. 1

And Horry Kimbel wondered, "So real, Could it be btruot’

But Harry Kimbel never knew. TFor he died with the millions of other
11ttle nieces of hate in the holocsust that consumed the Farth thatb
night.

«w Alfred MeCoy Andrswus
Y

11
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) ERIC CASHEN "Just a note
. I wanted to writs befare,
i but didn't have time, 1In
J reading over Sigma Octan=-
S i e A tis, and reading cver your
letters, and thinking, I
wondersd if you had ever considered publishing or editing a science
Journal, It seems to me, in this day and age, that science fiction
is a little outdated., With 8ll the fact, the so hard to grasp, the
so far-reaching fact that has come our way in the last 100, 50, 10
years, it secoms to me the one thing lacking in the publishing field
is a science journal, for the layman (informed), that would try to
oxpose Yacit, ezplore fact, and indeed, to direct fact. . .We are in
& world of speculation, but we are also in a world of realities; and
the sooner those realitles can be conveyed, the sooner that fact can
gupplant the creative writeris imagination as a springboerd, the
sooner we wWill have an intelligent vpeople who can appreciate and
understand the world in which they live.....Such a journal need not
be unimaginative, It should be imaginativs, but only frem a factual,
or et lesst quasi-factusl, basis, Thero are scienvists who could
write on science, men in allied fields from a different perspsctive,
and yes, even the writer, es essay on valuea, There 1ls much to be
lived in the world, Much to be expoerilenced. And interplanetary
travel 1s not as distant as it sometimes gsounds, DPut it is better,
don't you think, to approach interplanetary travel and the whole
world of scientific fact, probability, possibility, from a sober and
above all, an accurate standpoint? . , Such a Journal could do thatl,
It would have to be serious and highminded, But it could also be
alive, and in the best interests of educating the readership.”

(={ A word on the above letter in the way of explanation is
prehaps in order, It was writtean by an irndividual who
was & stranger to the amateur fisld of sclence~fiction
prior to my mailing him a copy of the last issue of This
magazine, The above, therefore, 1s an observation of the
field ‘from the outside looking in' so to speak,
Personslly, I think the idea ho hag outlined is an inter-
esting &8s well as challenging one. In a return letter, I
outlined the reassons why it would be virtually impeossible
for me to launch a magazine of this type now or in the
near future, However, I would welcome sincerely eany letters
from readers cn the subject, end would be willing to work
with anyone who may want to attempt the lssuance of such a
journal, I belisve such a project to be entirely fessible
seoeeWlth the blg condition that it follow closely the two
sentences at the close of the above letter. jdn. )=}

13 DICK LUPOFF: "!Crackup® was & reasl surprisc. DMocwaw has never writ-
ten better. I keep wondering at the prozinses when I read fanmater
1al of this quality. So many pro stories are --forgetilng megsage, !




‘eharacterization, ¥ even ‘plotting?! ~- gimply nci readable reoss, that
T oam contlnually amased to see things 1ike bthis sppearing 1n amabeur
e 4 h $ - 1

i
sublisabions, Crehiés to Eent, znd tell him that if het
rofore he's voting, T'11 be very surprizmed,

imbbliling Over' was, as urual, Interesiting light meading, hab nob PRI
3j uiarly significant, Kerr has & nice LFLQ, although he seomed to bs-
axperiment 1; wlth nuﬂa+n g welrd on thet first page or two, fThe Lit-
torbox! wos cmothing uh&ﬁ Tive soen done a0 ufﬁmn, “end often 89 woll,

that I'm af“ ”j it waz slmply waated effori, FHowsver, I suspact that
nogt of your readsre ave wiewer fans than I, and thay NLll pr».ﬂbly enjoy
Lt. Ard after ell, vou aren'i uuipinp the nayazvne Just Yor ms., "The
Irresiogbible Farcs! wes more of thoe some as Jesb ifasus'zs FAF.T Fenciful
end Punny . How wany logteliments are there to nat

s

(«fFoar funetallments of the 248 geriss zve plamed, In
men

thizg fvenae 12 ths thivd, and Che con sluding ingtaliment
will sywoar in nomber uuwsmo T, Yo
A .

Ny w

T Trregistidle Fa Better than 1its pre-
Ticapr iy the sgsrvics
14 vy ou cvook? That I
Y. re, woa. o,
wd Ttle Adking even if
0 0288 Dralsr AVAZING, Hets
pro greds, Ha sud Jerry Bule
ga ars, ir oo hambila op inlon,
bast fanartists praciio-
ing today. ?nrf are Lotk pros
wlthout Sthe cenfidenco 1o
gerd Into ths prozines whiere
thioy belong. FraﬁLTJ- T4
prafor ard Ly those :ugs iy
Llawallyn, Ko wuky, Descham,
nd even bauvay* and Bapsce-
ialiy nufvan\ a2y and the
ke, "

JERRY PLGE
3

fulcy
auraar, I 2

- 3
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i say. EBut, 1s it leglce

.f

{~lhdking ig cerbainly
cne of the nost prow
mising Tuture pros
the Lan {ieid lne
producad to date,
aver; he 1la now in the
Alr Force. and bas
1o plans For turning
rro uttbil his erl 15t
mant explraes, jdm.)- )}

POM MAYIONS: M7 n::'?::?(,-ad shat
1Cn the 1*1’0@‘10 id of Space?’
v&sn t raviowed Inm SP oon C,
The £ilm wsan?®t actually sf,




but it might bs of interost to fans, Somehow %he ads aven't apnealings
28 a matter of faect, I wasn't going to see it until a buddy of mine
told me about i1t, recommending 1t highly, Loins girded, I plunked out
the price of admission ...and was pleasantly surprised. Some of the

-

bect effects I've yet seen in this type of picture.

"The Litterbox! I enjoyed muchly, though ths deGrunswald artwork I did
n0%, Was the cover on #3 a picture of a Neo letting off a carbon djox-
ide capsule powersd spacoship? How about a cover by Adkins and some of
tne other artists for a change., There is a number of them who do 2
cemiorofessional job for duplicated magazines,"

(~{ A number of colored covers are scheduled for coning issues,
The issue in hand is the first of this serles and 1s covered
by en Adkins which was originally planned for SATA #5, Dan's
fenmagazine,wnich has of necessity been temporarally suspen-
ded. jdm,)-)

JOHN BUTTERWORTH: "I have a ccmment
o make on rank Xerrls column,

to wiv: 'theo excellent LC line of
THE MESSIANS.. 2 shovt gicry comica, ?

by AlfTred MeCoy AndrewsS...

Anncuncin

o]
<
*
3
e
€

Better not let the Comics Mag-
ppears in the current {(Fov, azine Asgociation of America
1I56) issue of The Original hear yeu say that, Frank, Perw
SCIENCE PICTIOW Steries,. sonelly, I agrec wlth you, since
most of my fantasy reading was
done under the gulding of the 014

Witch, The Crypt-Kecpeir, and Tho
Veult~Xesper althcugh none of my megezines ars left now, Of courae,
after the READER'S DICEST started blasting comic bocks, it was natural
for tho newspapers to sitart In. You gell papors that way., Pcople be-
gan awaksning to the fact that there was something Vrong with horror
combhes (though I311 admit that the crime-love ceomics often approached
disgusting materisl)., Actually, T.E.Murphy never showed any harmful o
actually wroang ideas that a horrorr comic had given, but they goit lunped
in with tne others, Iwring the Investigabtion, most of the publishers
put their collective foet in their mouths and it was declded that sinc
these bad comics caused juvenlle delinguency, thsey would be bannsd. How
we still have Jjuvenileo delinguency, but people cire blaming it cn that
horrible, filthy, trashy rock-and-roll music. I wonder what hoppens
when they run out of scapegosts, Maybe they?!ll esctually put the blawme
where it belongs: on the paroents,

"Or maybe they'll investigate sf, I can jist see Estes Kefeuver hold-
ing up a copy of the October issue of FARTASTIC and pointing btoward the
cover, Or maybe talking ebout tho James Blish story in the July issue
of GATAXY, and saying, 'Look at this storyd It actually cshows how %o
make a tear gas bomb out of an ammonia bottle!' The comics were blast-
ed for leas,"

i5 JERRY CREENE: 'Moomaw's story was well written, but as soon
oz the doctors staried talking. you lmew what the catch would




ba, I owigh Hé wEnld naversitliercBid.theltwistchatie? or wmotohgdiodd 4t
all, Baeausciof . thig, his atory waa, mﬂ”"V’O“iPiOﬁ, uh Qow point of
ha ismsue, belng aboubt avarsgse.  YouR 1etuﬂrs verc w1l pyceltenc. and
Moomaw fg could ensily heove made a good article. And thank you, Lenny

Brown for apoaking up for RAP, Maybe I'm sentimental, but I think RAP
gheuld be oncourvaged instesd of knoeksd just becsuse of all he has done
Tor al in closge to Lwenby-Tive yeurs. A]l thoas wus have bsen calling
nirm nemess withoul sven resding a racent fssue ought to piek up a copy.
They might be surprised. Keop the movie reviews: I always gmdoy them
Gven ﬁnouqn Iive usually alrvadv seon the fiim and get there tco late

Lo head the woryings, In THS THDESTRUCTABLE MAN I wonder who zob pald
more = fon Chansy or his eyelids, Andrew’s posm was also good. 1 wone
der 1f no got the idea from the faniazy on the Ed Sulllvan Shew. ?

A

vl'(

AW BIMS: "Ddn't care for ‘Crackupt, OTLLou&h it might appesl to the
ses~cadets crowd, Gad, only 30 years and we alroedy hsve & Spaczs Force?
xrlufrsr 7 supwogse, the gentencs fThe whole universs was chairs to
md conguart. . . the last-named is, of course, ths mesuit of milie
201 of the p*ogram because it cortainly doesn'i ovidsncs any
rruiam,  ouch little Lhines ag that, plus & gensral shallow.
i, meke the story pretty low in ﬂ, .uc“nﬁbluﬂwunth SDTWAY
ng bthab ‘s5chiq“rwc treantment hasn't changed in the thlriy

a 1986, , ., progress should be limited to ustronauiics angwey, i
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shailow, bubt I 1ik
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S e igmaht Romahkes! T like alac
o . however, Lenny Erown sickans
mo., Have you prsad OTHER WOR-
LDSY EHave you vaac Paimeris
horrible blurba? . This is
selonce fiction zo0 far shsad
of todeyrs puny eofforts that
1t will stun youl,... The
mast stupendous novel of pel-
enca fletion you'lve ever
Tesd, bar none,..steries jike
thess ars dpeans thal never
gome true -= vub now, with
the advent of the NEW say Poali.
mer OTHER WORLD3, they baconme
conl &b lagt.® %,..one of
the fiveﬁc Suogias Pichard
Shavey hes ever writton, ¥ass

cinating beyond all wormhg
and & mesterpleces of scientif-
ic foundgbiond? Hor  judge the
man on what he'ls trzin i

o

Really, I don’u thinkn you
should, Shough; he ghould be
judged alone on what he doss,

S L T TN T
«b iy 38R
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88 you judge movies, fanzinss, works
of art,..lncldontally, who elss is
O it For besides non«fans and id-

Jots?
BOOKS....
TiChronicle of the Last ¥ent is MAGAZINES....
good, gocd, good...the best vervsl POCKETBOOXS, . «

production in the issue, ILately, 1
find myself judging pceiry by Could

I do any better??! It is a credit Meny bargains In every list,

to Mr, Andrews, considering that I Catalogs sent on raguast....

an not noted for modesty, that I had

a hard time maling up my mind (ale

though T finslly decldsd T conld,) Sclonce Pietion & Mantasy
Publications

"The moviesrevisws I like very well; 12701 116th Avenue

bosp them, Labowlits® veviecus T did 3, Ozone Park 20,

nob: drop them end add to the other New York, Nsw York,

revisvg, pleaso.”

Tel, MI 1-0007
KENT MOOMAW: "Heal Wilgus' second
ingtallment in the Flesh and Purry!
gqusdripartite 1s much betver than
the first, but I may have been given thils Imprresslon because I wag ale
ready famlliar with the charscters and had s 1ittle background on them,
Regardless, I still belleve that the style of wriling is about as close
to that of Murray Leinmster es anything Iive ever road; anc there is an
excellent plot to vook, I don't think it would have =old prelessionally,
but it's a darn good story, far above theo average in fanfictlon,

"Karr‘a ramblings re conic books brought back some wmemories of those old
WWII days when everyens and his/her brother/sister was busy battling

the enomy on the peges of comic becks, Yes, I toc remeuber Captaln Mid-
night, Hawlkmzn, Thes Humen Torch, Green Lantern, and ths rest; once T
had a fins collection of old comics with such unlikely characters &as
theae, but 1t seems to have petered out as the ysars passed, Anybocy
roemember the radlo showsa which used to feature many of these characters?
Mutual had a Superman series (fifteen milnutes per dey, with CHS star

Bud Collyer as Clark Keut), Captain Midnight (who gave secrat messages
through specizl decoders that I never failed to send for each year),

Tom Mix {Curly Morrison portraylng the then-dead western star), Hop Hare
rigan (pilot, natch), and Streight Arrow (heap-big Injun, who came along
a 1ittle later). Mix, Harrigan, and the Injun have passed info limbo
faltho Nabiseo Shrsdded Wheat atill uses Straight Arrow in thelr adal,
but Captd n Midnight and Superman have passed on to television, Uafor-
tunately, they sve mear shadows of thelr former selves, with Superman
being all to obvicus as Clark Kent {Georgz Rseves ocleys both Kent and
Superman on tv, while the radio show had Collyer as Kont and another ace
tor with a deeper voilca for Superman), and Jeplain Midnight being only
another scientific crime-fighter, inatesd cf a akillful flyer 2nd leadsr.

17 "DC Comics had comic characters with such nemes 8.3 Howkman,
Flssh, Doctor Midanight, Green Lantern, Atca, Black Cansry, Wone

-~




der Voman and others, who each had either a magazine of their own, but
also operated in a magazine known as All-Star Comics'., In this perilod-
ical, Ghey bended together to form what was known as the Justice Society
of America, and acted in a 48 pagoe, full-length adventure, with each
issuc having a couple of guest members to liven things up., Once they
had Superman, and other DC guests were Batman & Robln, Robotman and such,
Thig, to my mind, was the best adventure~character ccmic book ever meade,
an only wish I could get hold of somw back issues,’

[5-3

[
e

(~( Readers interested in beack-issues of comic books might
drop & line to The Kisch MNews Compeny, Dept. S 4873
Cochran St.; Santa Susana 1, Callf, Thls company is
g wholesale distributor, and therefore would be a likely
2id in the quest for back igsue magazines of this type.
Meiling lists are send on request.)w-)

LARRY S.BOURNE: “Your cover wag a bit weak, I hope it will be better

next issue; at least have it 11l up mors of the page. The Litter Box

wag, in my opinion, not tco well done although it was mildly humorous,

Smaht Remahls I still don't like becasuse I etill can't tell who is say-
ing what when.

"Science Fiction on Celliuleid is not bad, but the writer Marty Fleischman
shouldn't say to talke the movie in if its bad, 1I'd like to see SF on C
cantinue, though: we have too few constructive movie columas.

"I want tc commend Kent Moo~
maw on his story., I forgot -
where i1t came from, thinking
1t cams from a prozine eand
not¢ bsing able to remember
which one. I am amazed at
the story; it was a really
good piece of fun fiction,"

AL, ANDREWS: "tCapsules®' wes
good as slway. And hooray
for Al Andrews setting him-
self up as rather an author-
1ty. For twenty-nine years
no one alse would, so I took
it upon myself to do so, Of
course, I'm really e shy, ten-
der flower of youthful blcom !
but I wouldn’t for the world
shatter Gary's illusion that
I'm his arch antagonist bent
solely cn his doynfall on the
broad road of literary gresat-
ness. A satvire, eh ~-~well,
I sat and it dld tire ma,

If you say your re=-

18 cent plece was that,
I'11 go along,"

DU —
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t'm Going to Publish aFanzine....

Tim going to publish a fenzine}
7

HWhoo! Fontt thet be fun?
L' going o have covers
T: -_'_‘?‘.n G ‘,. _{1,;!1 .-y 37 £ - -3
nl'ugnol ?LMLGiiﬂUﬁCOLO:S, T411 call my . EHET e
And features gll clioeverly donc L ca my LGIZLNG sSviableds.

Ah} Iant't That avant garde?
I:11 run obgcure poeiry,
Sign it Robsrt E. Leo,

And issue e membership card,

in my §
Myf Yon s > 0
To the autheors 1111 atate

A mndest payi

Then 1711 charge an exborvitant prilce.

pnzine'll be atorics by BiF!c}
] s f [

imme T!'11 have to wuri pro-
cin

}

§ T&n't that & goall
My »rpadors will go wild,
ey F1l call my brainchild
Tao Magazine With A Soul,

Scon my prozine will have blank
coversd

Ohy Such an eyegetter,

With the pngos empty, voo,

Do itv youwself: Iigobool

Fraunm,

Menufacturing tablets is better.

By Irish Linen,
feener fan gone gaflia,

— ROB WILLIAMS ———
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THEE RATINGS =«
Jonie Lamb Repro: i
Aouts (na Fornat: %
Fel skell Haterisl: NC
Tennesses Artwork: O

Ganeraly &

ihis

g monthis issue is publighed by Jim Caughran who by some
'vfﬂuke of s

2k vsed a darb ink with 1O# paper. This ail adds up o

1oy e opd howd  How waforium te his firat effort has tc be
00’1@& wi;n such a triviaelity. Howsver, with hoavier paper hisg
QFOQAuxf(}é ghould be quito plea sent and eangy o read,

J0 Repro: i

Lyan A, Flelmann 301qu, 0

710 Boulevsrd, N.I. Mnteninl:
Crnngehury, Arbwork: & :
South Jevcelive Benorals

T find this ap enjoyeble magazine, It 1s multilith and the &rd
ia vory good although 1t is only btha cover, ’¢s va #23} Lynn proe
mises more art next lssue. Lack of it 1=z n“plainﬂq br hls moving.

Qoo¥ isousd though with 2 great deal of humor. oo wmzvded,

i 1

VOID 167 Repros
Groeg bqnfavd Formats ¥
c/n It,nulodamaﬂ Ho Moterinle 48
Banford 0516756 Thwork:
Ho. 5olith F.a.5n. Ganerals me

APO 159
Yaw York, ¥.¥.

Thia zine 1s quite good with much Gerfandom in it, ~Huch art by
YR, .and someone nemed Bddle who is very gnod Ths pletare in #7 on
puge L 18 exeellent, Wish it ecvld have been done full size &n 1itho
Hug an explanation of the INSIDE, KT, SFA and STARLIGH! cembinations
in J? which strangaly enough ﬂce? 2 better lob than I sver nou1d 8
would recommand this zine o all but urehnps neos who would have a
nard tims inding oub what 1t is slll about.

S

Q



SATA 1llustrated Repro ¢ And SATA 1s that:

£/23 Danny I, Adkins Format 3 highly and colorfully
AP 15540088 Material O illustrated. Contain-
3636Lh CCRTRARON{SUPP) Artuwark 2ees ing a large amount of
Stead Alr Force Base, Nevada. Generagl 8¢ fiction, the publica~

tion &lso features a
lengthy and mature letter column, The lllustrations, as may be expscted,
are the most outstanding of the material, with edite Adkins leading an

mpressive list of emabur artists.

UHGBRA Repro % UMBRA 1s = goodly
John Hitchecock Format mixture of the sercon
350 Jefnivs?sity Flowrg Material ¢ and the fannish, with
Baltimors18, Md, Artwork just enough of each
10¢; 3/25 Ceneral =t to give the whcle mage
azins good baleancs,
A Jengihy istter column end a fanzine review sscition of comparable size
will throw gleo in the hearis of those who revel in that sort of thing,
Alge Includes ne small amcunt of news snd views of the overseazs sol,
WWHIM3Y Repro This particular effort
Ron Velgt Faormat is not rec omuended
3859 Sullivan Material duse to the fan crowd, Ba=
St.Louis 7, Mo, Avrtuorlk ing a pretry magazine
504 {quarterly) General 3t and one of high stan-

dardsa, it will hold
ne interest for thom, But for those who look for thse best in serious
work of near~profegsalonal quality, both of sclence~fictlonal and 'mains
stream’ theme, this pubiication is lssued,

e Repro ¥ Sporting an excep-
Roger Setal Format O ticnal cover, this
13 Carelington Avse. Material 4% first 1lasus is pre~
Ballevue Hill HSW Artwork O heps typlsal of =much
Australis (20¢) General #* mmbers,  With ab-

solutely¥oeditorial
balance and noor sartocning, Lt yet shows a promising amount of latent telw
ont. As soon as the sditors evadicate the large amount of self-counscious
humor they labor under, and shape up & better all-over material balsuce,
thay should have a very readable magazine,

BRILLIG Rapro If variety i1s your
IarrY Bourne Format % brew, Bourn's opus
211363 Portland St. Material M=t will meefrith your
Eugane, Oregon. Artuwork =Rt immediate favor,

10¢ General =k Richard Geis® col-

umn is reminiscent
of the now=defunct PSYCHOTIC, and Den Stufloten’s short ‘One Night a
Onome ¥ points him cut as a future short-story writer to bs contended with,
For fanhistorians, there’s a seven B ger by Guy bk, Terwilleger
21 {ocf 1412 Albright St., Boise, Idaho, who, by the way, is issue-
ing TWIG at 10¢ the copy. You might try 1t,) which is of interest.,
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ime I come out of the movies, feeling

e deprescsed because I've just had - the
iisfortune of wasting good green on some lousy

monster f£ilm, I conuole myself, saying "Well, one of these days

there'll bo a good monster filn, Onc of these dayS...."

GODZILLA: King Every
of the Monstars a

|_a
[
[l
i
= ci

And finally, falling neatly in line with the o0ld adage which
promises that all good things will come to those who wait, sure
enough, I've had my wish: <they've finally made a good, i1f not
excellent nmonster Tllwm., Thet film is Godzille: King of the
Monsters,

Acceording to an ancient Japanese legend, CGodzilla is a giant
»optlle living under the sea, Recsent H-Bomb experiments have
cinvigorated The Least and e sets out lraging through the
orld on a TaMDEge. of destruction?, At first, hs destroys stsan~
qhﬁps and fishing boats., But this socon bﬁccmes too trivial &
Pov the gianu repvile, so ho goeas to the grsat Japansse
no””o, and ... well ... cort of bums it To the ground,
in the eond, the miracies of modern science find a way
bo do Uad with cur frisnd (could there pG”“lO' be & monster
U

the monster or crcature or what have you, doesn'lve

Raymond Pury plays an fmericen news cerresvondent who is in
‘apan when CoGzilla strikes, To satisfy his curlosity, Burr
gtays to cover the story, Meamrhile, he bhecomes esscciated (no
he didn't 811 ia lovsj with Io 00 Koehi, who pleys ‘Emilko?,
daughter of « leading Japansese scieniist, She dlscovers how ©o
destroy GodaiWJa, but certein circumstvances pravent hor from
tull%ng it to tho worid., (But deca't worry; shs lets on in the
end

Unlike most monster films, Godzille conbtains reasonably good act-~
ing and dialogus, Burr plays the psrt of the reporter like ho
actually means it, and Miss Xochi makes a fairly good showing,
herseli., Maybe all this can be credited to the fact that the
£ilm was producod and dirvected entirely by Japanese. In rect,
Godzille's entire cast is Japanrese, save Iury,

- sMarty Flelschman
a whole 104

I will buy any bauk issues 1711 peay for any and all
of <fanzines, especlally ' coples of UWeird Sc _enuo and Weolrd
EISFA, before ©Nov., 1955 | Pantasy. This inc1rd postage, tho,
Please send lists: Jomn W, | I elso neesd all the “"h issues of

SPQuarterly, for which (71l pey 25¢,
also inecluding postage. Also the Aug
amaa '52 Stertling, Tho Sta:tlivg mimber
containing 'Against the Fall of Nignt’,azd thoe last Tive isgues of
TWS. :write te Marty Flelechman, 1247 Grant Ave., Bronz 56, H.Y.

Taiel, 14901 Hamlin Ave.,, |
Midlothian, Illinois, i

——— — et s



106l  Unfortunately, this is a poor film of a good novel., Miss-

casting, missdirection and missproduction have combined to
render the edaptation heart-breakingly lacking in depth of any sort
whateocever, Any resemblance to the Orwell novel of the same title
ls purely coincidental,

Written by Orwell as a totalitarianistic prophecy, the novel is
one of tThe most realistic and shocking extrapclations written by
man -~ go much so in fact, that most Vcasuval? readers chrug off
the work as too fantestic for serlious considevation. Here; the
Tilming concern has done the same, watering down the script for
the mass audience to a point where the origlinal plot and theme are
ktarely recognizable,

The main drav-back of the film is not so much that it is a simpli-
fied version but thet the script editing did not ge far enough,
Attompts to combine supsrfilcial acting and dislogue with envolved
and startling special effects go conbinually awry and the result-
ing contrast makes the film gppoar o farce, It is a 11ttle diff-
icult to imasgine a group of well fed, prosperous appearing citi-
zensg sitting in & group before a televigioa moniter, chanting,
"Hate, Hate" into a creseande of boellows and scrseches. This for
1no other rsacca then that ths content need not hate,

The love affailr between Smith and Julie has becn reduced to &n
inanity, the minor charactors to nonentities and the theme to an
cbscurity. However, there are a few notable perlormencses render-
ed, chief among which is thot of Michasl Redgrave, the legitimave
theater actor of note. As Tmner Party head and official of the
Ministry of Peace, Redgrave rendora one of the lone performancss
stending bebtween a complete weste of £ilm and a merely wietched
picture,

tDavid Hannon

SCIENCEFICTION, FANTASY and WEIRD BOOKSé

We specialize in science fiction and Edgar Rics Bu?rouéhs
booka, Ve also carry a large 1line of beck issuo maga-
zines, including EC comics of all titles,

Cur Burroughs line includes such items as Tarzan books,
all countrics; Tarzan comics, all countries; Tarzan movie
pnotos, Tarzan Magezines, and Tarzen Big~Litile Books,
We buy, sell and exchange cn all items, and will sesrch
for hard-to-get titlez to complete your collection, Send
us your want list,

Kisch NWews Co., dept S
1,873 Cochran St,, PS: If selling your collec~
Santa Susana, Calif, ticn, why not writo us?

UouuDRY DIADD Ppub ubwysial) ApiDw
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¥ell, the breaking up of the ) ‘ “”_,j
best teg team and manager in ISR B
the frese.fall wrestling business hag finslly coms; and, os usuel,
I get tho olame, But I'vo sgald befors, end 1711 sey sgain, jou
canl!t blams me for Lrying o malke a 1little extra money on ths side,
And how wag I to kancwy that a chick like CGopiain CGerns? deashiser
would fall for & guy like Som Jenson? And just when things wers go-
ing S0 govd, TCOL o

Afver defeating the Reptilels twe Cale wrasitlers, tiie Immovebls Ob-
ject and Monkey Thompaon, we found that Captein qudurd had gons
into parinership with him and wag tryiang o stop us from continu-
ing in the game., The Roptile, Capiain Farris of FBawrth Satellltic

tne, is the jouer who ctole tga fres-fall wrestling ides from us in
the first pieaze, end this time I daidn't think vo'd ever get back ab
them, We éid, bub it ended in disasier,

After beablng tho Reptile’s men at Jupe Station, we had of courss
gene back bo Piubo Station to trainm for further wrestling, but lap-
tain Pwﬂgqrd took cere of that. He pogstad a notice that wres bl;ag
in the shatlon was prohibited and to emphasizo his point gevs us
plonty of exira worit. = Flosh and Furry - Serm Jenscn and Pels Jonnson
- were msed a8t me for awhile, but I'm not complsiely without friends,
end goon we were transferred to HMewvcury Staticn, under the comman

of Captain CGerns,

Gern's ctnormallity ~ from being in frse~fall ~ was more alcny the
lines of rvv>y s than Flesh'as, He hedn't grown heir all over his
uoay like P:y, but he was zlways in neod of a shave end a hair cub,
it was stz a 2ze Lo see the thres of thom together: Furry and Captain
Gerns cevered wlnn thick hair and Plesh scrabching his naked chin
with his noilless finger, wishing he had & little of that fur,..somé-
where, CGerns was glad to heve us, though, since he had long wanted
to start o wresitling vean 11& © the Mercury Staticon banner. ile gave
us a mighty welcome end perzonelly conducied us arcund the station.

oo
oY

'..
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Wo 21l pushed into the large room and looked at the rope cube that made
up tiwe tirecs dimensional ring of free-fall wrestling., TV equipment was
sev up nearby from wherce i¥ could be wheeled into instant use, Gerns
was ready for us tc begin wrestling then and there. '"Say, this is nice,"
mattered San,

"Yeah," I agresd. “You guys think you can train here?"

"Just give us a chance," said Pete,

"You'illl get all the cance you need,'" said Captain Gerns, "if you can win
the Systom Title for Mercury Station,"

"o ecan,™ I said, confidently., But I didn't know at the time just what
& brawl would come out of my confildence.

June Gerns, llke myself end Captain Haggard of Pluto Station, was & nor-
mal. Freo-fall had done nothing to change her: cghe had girown no tails,
re beards and/or no scales; and she hadn’t lost her hair, finger- or too-
nails or other normal characteristies. June was the adventurous sort,

and would havo followed her father to the farthest planet - in either dir-
ection, She wag not preitty, but shs waan't hard to look at either,...
especiunlly after five yoars in spaca,

But Furry and I had no chance when she met Flesh, And neither d4id he.
He promptly fell like an elevator on Jupiter,

Now, what she gaw in him I don't know, All I lmow is that aftsr they met
she was always near him and he could never train right.

At first I didn't pay rnuch stiention to the romance, since it was really
none ol my business, But when the announcement that the Reptile and Eddie
Hapgard woere quiting the space service and bscoming professional wrestlers
burst, I tried to break it up...or at least slow it down. No one had gone
in for wrestling to that extent before. Flesh and Furry, for instance,
still worked for the government, and only wrestled in thelr spare time,

Hzerris was a 1little old for professional wrestling by Earth standards,
but Iree-fall makes any man 10 years younger, and he was 1n good enough
conditlion to make for substantial...very substantial...opposition., Hag-
gard was a match for most men even on Earth without the added advantage
(or disasdvantage) of free~fall., Together, they just might take the Sys-
tem title, egpecigslly 1f they went in for it on a full time basis while
everyone alse was Jjust an amateur,

I spoke to Captain Gerns about the love affair, and he promised te do-
something about it, at least until the trainling was over. He liked Sam,
but couldn't see him as a son-in-law. In fact, none of us could see why
the girl liked Sam so much, though I've always entertained the theory
that she's always hated her father!s beard end continuously growing hair,
and fell in love with Sam because of his total absence of such parapher-
nalisa,

It was soon after we heard the news of the new wrestling team that I got
my big inspiration regarding the accumulation of a little added legal ten-

der, At the time, I saw nothing wrong with the idsa, and if it

25 hadn’t been for Monkey Thomas, 2ll arrangements wculd have gone

on schodule. All T wanted to do was earn someo money setting up




all the matehss for the coming title bous at Jupe Station, OFf course,

Juné 3tation already had their ouwn promotsr, but I fimwed that just for
this one boubt ~ or set of bouibs - T would arrangs everything and clean

up in the process. The big TV outfit 1n wrestling is SBS-TV and they
always like to have a coupls ol prelimlnery flghts before bthe title ,
cne, So, when I challenged the Reptile and Haggerd to meet Flesh and

Furry at Jupes Station the end of that month, I alao lined up some

olther wrestlers Lo do the preliminaries. v

3ince the nein retch wad to be a tag boub, I planned the twe prelimin.
aries as singles. Therofore, I got ths Red Terrcr to go agalnst Rain-

bow Woll and Fish Jones to tako on Monkey Thomas. The last match was
o mistake and nearly meant the downfall of my team.

It took us & week and a half to reach Jupe Statlon, and when we arrived
vhe Reptiie and Haggerd wers already there. The match was the most
highly publicized ons in the short hlgstory of free~fall wrestling, be-
cause everyone lmew it was a grudge match, It was truly a system bout
since we came from the innermost planet and the others had heen train-
ing way out at Pluto, Reperters swarmed eround us as we pushed through
the airlock snd shook hands with Harris and Haggard., Flash bulbs light-
ed up vie crowded cntrence-way, and then we all went to our dressing
roomg, ‘The wrestlers I had linsd up for the preliminaries hadn't shown
up yet, bub they wera duc to arrive just a few hours before the fights
thet night.
"Well, how do you feel, boys?”
I asked when we got sattled in
the dressing »oom. "You think
you can besat those bums?" 59}
Sure," said Pste. "We know )
every trick the Reptile can
think of, We®ll stop him at
svery turn. And that goes
double for Haggard,"
"How about you, Sam?" I asked.
”Huh?"
"Think you can heat the Reptile
and Haggard?"
"Yeah...say, Veance, why did
Captain Gerns tell me to stick
to my training and leave June
alone?"
"Why, he just wants you to win.
Youw want to look good for June,
donmtt you?" i
"Sure.," He had =z sad lecok that i
meke me wondor. ii it was wise
to break them up after all.
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Wsil, then you get in there g
and tesr them apart," !
"1911 try." he mumbled, iHe E

didn’'t seam too aure
26 of himself, I Yesgan
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Plesh and Furry were warming up
vltia the four or five tralners
we’d brought along when I heard
a knock on the door and opened
it to sse the Reptils, His
scales sparkled beautifully in
the electric lights of the hall.
He bockeoned me cutside.

"Wnat do you want?! I asked,

"Vence; I like you." T choked,
"9, he went on hurridly, "don-
'¢ laugh. I really do, Wowu,
vwalve been {ighting each other
or gome time now, and I think

s about time we got together,
r boys arse good, but Haggard
uygelrd kmow a few things too.
I got to thinking: we could
really clean up if wo went in
for frae~-falling liks they did
Ter mat wrestling £1lly or six-
ty vears ago back on BEarih,
Those guys kmew what they weore
doing, "

"What do you mean?" I said, nob
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trusving him eny more than he trusted mo,

eagernoss,

ovner, seec; they just put 1t on,

1

just good business. NoW...

"How you want us to throw the fight.

More like entertainment,
fixod the cuvtcome before the fight sgtaried,
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roaone:

"Well," he went on with added

"straight wrestling is great, Lut the way they werked 1t back
then was to put on en act for everyone,

Tney didn't »eally hurt each
Thay oven
It wasn't illegal, 1IU was

I 2lways knew you had a sliny belly,

Harris, but I didn't think you'd stoop this low.

"Loolz, this isn't crocked.

We're not fixing a sporits cvent,
ing planned entertainment to the peopls,

Heire giv-
Think of it this way..."

"You'd bstter beoat it before my boys see you and star:t the fight early,”

T said,

He stopped and looked up at me as if he were going to argue some

more, opened hls mouth as if groping for something to say, then turned

and flcated off with a violent kick agalinst the wall,
I didn't like the look he gave ne,

he'd given up,
had a good reason,

I wasn'!t so sure
As it turned out, 1

I didn't know this, houvever, as I went in and warned

they boys to look cut for some crooked trick on the Reptiles bshslf.

I left Flesh and Furry in care of the tralnsrs when the preliminaries

gtarted, and went around to the recreation room.

Thne Red Terror and

Rainbow Wolf were fighting it out in the cube; I found Captaln

27 Gzrns near the door.
raady.

Hi , " I seid, : K
As scon es the prelims are over wa can win the Title,

"Well, the boys are all




‘Great,"” he sald, "graat, We'll teke that title to Hercury end never

slve 1t up.”

"Right. Say, vhersels June? I think choe ought to be nearby to spur

Dol on,  Hels prethy rad Yeauso walve heen kecpinb them apart, and I

thirk sheid be a good in;iuuncb on him when he gets in there

“She’s in her rocm right now, bhubt never fear, shet!ll be here for the

ight, I can keep them apart at the oution, but noth_hg could keep
3

hgﬂ ey LPOW Bhis fight,

She'll be heve pretiy soon,”

"That!s goot, i said,
Va nh.ched t 2 last of the Terror-Rainbow fight,and thsn they announced
ohs Jone nont a rately,
”H\L“*s uﬂd 2" the Capiain as od abrapitly. "Monkey Thomas, Here?'
' nhu, T ackuoulelge ', "I linsd up the preliminaries and mads
monay on tho side, Iy the 27 how about a 1¢t+1e bat on this
Inmow Thomas is o um, we & rea’vw neat him once.” . _
ho's o bus, %00, sal the ¢ pta ' n, almost crying., Befoare he
work for the Relile he we ked ¢t Mereury 3taltion, Ho's the
Tixed up The » o sreatr’on 0.2 2% the Staticn, G th:is is
vhet 1T be did work for y ut”
s in lowvo Wity hir C» ot leas. she thought she v s, She didnit
t kind of & guy ho we . i3 he surung her along God koows
hapoen if they s¢” & h ol er. L just hope she dossn!t see
' » @ doesnit gos hard
"Ch, brotiher,” I gzid, you'r: noi kidding., Cam and Monkey have it in
for ecach other gince that Im oveieble Coieﬂb mateh two or thrso mounths
ego. And if they both go for Junc...” I shrugged and shuddsred. "Well,
let’s stop June Zrom getiing in have,®
Wz hureied oubt of the recreatlon rocm toward her comparitment,.
Wo ot hier in Uhe hall autzide her quartsers snd tried to stop her,
";A,L I begern, lemely, “lWhsre are you gzoing?!
"”o gee the iighi, of course,” she sald, Lrying Lo get past me,
"Haogntt sbarted yoi,” I rsturncd, blocking her way, "Let's go on to
my ﬂocm and have o drink o celsbrate, How sbout 142"
"Sure,” put ia Gerne, '"We canit lst the bout go unteasted.”
She oacked away, "I kmew whet youa two are up to, You don't want me
%o te noar Sam, Hell, you're too late, UWetlre in love and wa’re geing
o get M"vf1°a, Thatls that, Wothing you can do To stop it.
Moy, " I blurisd, heardly kmowing what I was saying, thebls groat, Let
us goes you & Grink to calebrato 16, I alwaye knew Sem was ma““omouja]
timher, Ho cen =2till go on wrestling, cartt ha?'
"Y won't have a ¢rink with you., and 1'm no: sure if I'll want him o
wresstle afte“ we 're werricd or nob., Now 1ot me go and see the match,”
She pushad paat uz and floated on down the hall.
"Wait,? I zald, "Coly the prsoiimimaries going on now. Let's have
tN5E, L. " But it was too 1ats., She was gons, "Hubs,” I said. "Shefll
ut Gsras., 'Shels golng to marry Sam, Who cares
sing ny daughterd?
sey s was juet gaining 2 wrastler, but conzider-
alnia mentel conditisn at the momont, I changed »
Way donl!t yeu g£o on o my room end have that drink?




I said, "I'll see if I can't
head off June and trouble.'" He
nodded and went one way., I head-~
ed the other - after June,
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follow June, She entsred the
recreation room in spite of my
pleadings not to, and immediately
spotted Monkey. "So that's why
you didn't want re to come in here,’
"That's why," I said, "Now don't
start anything between Sam and
Monkey, We can win the title to-
nighv, if you'll lenve ceverything
alone,"

"A11 right," sho agresd. "But
I'na going to watch the fight any~
way, Regardless of Monkey.," I
could see she meant it, so I didnit
say anythilng,

She went down near the ring and
toock a 'seat?!. I fervendly hoped
Monkey wouldn't see her there,
though I knew he would.

I wont back to my rcom to help the
Captain with the drinking.

?

"Diya thiak we’ll win?"

"I don't kmow," I replyed, pouring
mysolf a drinlk,

"Wo oughta win," the Captain said
positively, peering into his glass.
"Flesh and Furry!'ll win, an! I'11
vin Flesh," He giggled, then guz-
zlad,

Garns had el ready had too much,

but I didn't have the heart or in-
clination to stop him, I toolk a
swig myself and saild, "Don't worry,
We'll win the title., I only hope
thore’s no trouble betwesn Sem and
Monkey. "

"Swe, Say, Dark, don’t you thingsh
-~ think - we oughta see that they
don't go at each other's throats.
We oughta bs there right now to
protect June." He rolled his eyes,
"She can take care of harself.

What could we co?" I %took another

sip, GCerns looked up at me, nodded and slumped back into the bunk. ’
Ho drified off into a slight sleep, and I just let him sglouch

there.

s . 9 I ' Ia
Fe wasg drunk sand I was fast on the way: T didn't ¢ry to stop.
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ATGer a while, he pomped his ¥

; of 7 tn th! thrveen,..Helll Ty her u1<;e Weld botber go help."”
Peeling no pain, I agked, “Hblp cerry ler of E?“

He cioppad to comsider this. I walted, then, "What was the question?
I couldn't remembsr either. We drunk to ita

hoa
¥

d up and said, "Honk Y« Hd=2111 take
1* £y

b ]
(8

e comehow found thoe door bo the recrestional room, and on the second
time -avound, ue got % oponed, "Who's gob the bottle?” he

The wodn full of w*cstle?u f ;s and TV men 4idn't notice us, and went
on down vo the cdge of the ving. "Which 1s our corzmeri® I asked,

Hpaagt be Tmat one,” hie sald, poinbing to tho corner where Flesh and
Fu:yy were warming uv. “Ses rho furmay animaels.,.”

e nu*:ﬂ cyar Lo them and 1 sald, ‘“ﬂJL walre hers, Toun can soary

the Pighst, Bub waitch for that Reptlle, He's erooked.” Gevns and I

had cncther drink,

”Sayf aatd Furry, Tave you two drunky®

T breathed at bhiwm and cenfirmed his susplcion,

“WBll WY be‘uuhngd, You reslly zre. Geb out of here bofors you throw

o 3 KLY, n
oile 3 "‘7\ ve
‘Ho??g Con“‘ i ssid, Whera's June? Has Hoenkey made o paes a

>5)

g sohersd up enough to whisper loudly, "Don't tell lem about Honlkey. "
inatls t0nttY ssksd Sam,  “What about Uonkey and Juna?!
And 1t g6ill) would huve boen 0.h. IL FMonkey hedn'i come in just then
and Ltakeon o geat noxt Lo June.
Sart wes about GO say =zomething olee whon tho bell rang and eul him short,
The fight aigiz on,
Ev.rquiﬂp went Tor svhlle aﬁd 1% lcooked as if everthing wm 1ld snd
in' Line shape, then Meakey ns a his pess et June.
Sem was in the ring &b tho tine, b b he was keaving an eye on the crowd
and June,  Heggard wea giving ¥ Ime., sincoe Sam'a attantion was

GWL aof the »ings
Junae'ts clogry voize DIBY

v 1 the magnificent acoustics of the room when
Monkey mads blas move, &
£

Sewm, if he hadn't sgasen the wmovae, cartainly

heard its resnit, Ho .ped Haggavd across tho ring and made for MNonw-

koy, Imeklly “01 usg, e b gzed Purry before hs left the »ing, so wo

wers gobiil ¢n the title rurming - although Pebte would have Uo swing it

211 by his lO“°”Oﬁ).

As Sam slhob pest us, Gerns grabbsd his arm. "Have o dvink, boyi" ho
suggested jovially. Sam paid mo attention, bub dragged Gerps after him,

1 followed,

Yo worde wers exchanged, bubt Sam and Monkey wen3 at it, sparing each

other, proping for nolde ah, fellows,” T said rildly. Cut it ovi?
Flsah was pulling Meonley toward the ring end Gerns was still holding on
to nim., Juno also zot into the sct hy levnching @ chalz in the geaneral
divection of Menkewy, The chaly ended up berely m.asing me aund plougii-
ing into tlie ropes...
Py now tho 'wholo croud was watching the Iight cutside the ring
30 and peory Fursy hadé o handle both tie oposing wrestlera. Tho
referres Wao pr&uimwf ous of the wopes end hseediyg toward Flesh



and Menkey., "Stop," I yelled. '

Flesh grabbed Monkey by the tall, and that was all., The fight was over,
So was the camera, the technicians and the captaln of the station that
Monkey crashed into. June hurried to Flesh's side, saw he wasn't hurtg,
end glapped him on the face, Then she turned and left the room. Flesh's
jau dropped, he turned to me and yelled, "You dirty bumi' end went after
her,

gg= " camo Furry's voice, "what about the fight? I believe we won, didn't
122" He nad the Reptile woven in the ropes and Haggard tied Into a round
bail., It wes & beaubiful sight %o ses. I almost wish I hadn't been
drunke. .. :

And above all the uproar camo Gern's voice: "Buddy, have a drink{"

30 now you see why te whole bunch of us is split up., Flesh and June

gre brolten up for no kncwn reason - or at least none known to men. Flesh
hates me, June abhors me, And uvhen Gerns gets sobered up he'll detest
me. And cven Furry loses no effection my way for bresking up vhe fight
end for geotbting drunk, Then there's Hapgard and Harris, who hate me Just
on general prineciples... Yl even thinking of hating me.

So, I don't lmow what I'm going to do. BEverybody blemss moe when it's
just as much thelr fault as it 1s mine, And if I don't find some way tc
got them all together again it may mean the end of legelized frec-fall
wrastling. I've got te do something

e v aseeses

Ilmow..t'.I.'lOI.ll
L wonder what I did with that bottleisceee ?

-~ Real F. VWilgus, whose con-
cluding installment of
Flesh and Furry will appear in the
nextv iscue.

Do you miss THE VIZICGRAPH? .- : iy imee N——
Do you carry on erguements abaxt yowr 81l PARADOX will bring, Art,
favorites subjescts with only one or ads, nsws, domestic &and for-

two correspondents? Here 1s your eign, and articles of inter-
chance to liva again the thrillse of 8st to all fans, Send for
! TEV, TRS and the other great lottor your free copy, or contribute
| columnsg. We ©regret that we cannot a lotter. The first issue

reach &ll <those people who want toc may not be cut for some time,
discuss, argue and resad apinions on g0 don't send any monsy or
subjects of interest to sfers, A1l copy. We want this to be

" fanz}ne edi?crs do. Sut we will a worthwhile, carofully plan-~
31 try to reach as meny of +them as ned magazine, 5o sond alil sug

we possibly can. DBut that isn't -gostions and cnrments to:
Jervy Page, apariment #6, 9 Carthy
Loop, MacDill Alr Forece Base, Fla.




-

L Curve 8%,
Welkeficld, Muss,

Porwarding and
roturn postases
are guarantaed.
Form 3547

requestod,

Jo! Butterworth

37_Richmor

Belmont,

\ad,




